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2012). HOW I AM ARRIVÉ HERE A life of confluence of Azusa with Geneva Around the world there is a movement that brings a huge number of Christians back to the doctrines of grace.1 A few years ago, the American magazine Time declared that one of the ten most relevant ideas of today is the resurgence of Calvinism.2 Much of it , this is due to the
influence of preachers and masters of great projection. , as John Piper,3 Albert Mohler,' Timothy Keller,R. C. Sproul, ⁶ D. A. Carson⁷ and many others. At the last General Assembly of the World Reformed Communion, I was informed that the three countries that display extraordinary growth in the doctrines of grace are South Africa, Australia and Brazil. This
movement becomes even more interesting when it finds that it is largely motivated by the Internet — which, on the other hand, has generated a lot of confusion about the terms of employees and clarity about what exactly the concepts in discussion mean. Many say they are reformed because they have come to believe in the doctrine of predestination. Others
believe that the term refers only to a more civilized way of worshipping God. Still others sum up all this to presbytery or, more strictly, to a rereading of puritanism.1 My encounter with the doctrines of grace began more than twenty years ago. At the time, I experienced a crisis of faith that led me to look for sources that would help me understand what seemed
wrong in Pentecostal circles, but I could not explain biblically and theologically. To walk this road for two decades, I was considered a different Pentecostal. At first, I was strongly criticized for becoming a Calvinist. Some people don't even recognize me as a Pentecostal. Therefore, it is appropriate for me to introduce myself to those who do not know me,
showing how much I am a Pentecostal and how much I can claim to be also reformed. My Pentecostal references have historical roots. My maternal grandfather was the first white man to enter the small black church on Azusa Street in Los Angeles, a church recognized by many as the birth of the modern Pentecostal movement.13 A. G. Garr, 1st
grandfather, was an American pastor of German descent, derived from the tradition of holiness,1 who had something that everyone identified as the Pentecostal experience. He became the movement's first missionary in India in 1906. In the east, his first wife and daughter died of malaria. Back in America, he married my grandmother, daughter of one of his
best friends and also a pioneer in Pentecostal ministry, the Reverend R. L. Erickson.1⁶ On the paternal side, my great-grandfather, James McAlister, was a priest in the Scottish Presbyterian Free Church of Canada. His son, R. E. McAlister,1⁷ was the first Canadian to the church on Azusa Street, where he learned the Pentecostal dimension of the fullness of
the Holy Spirit. Saint. to other colleagues and was one of the founders of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada1.1 His brother, who was already in the ministry of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Canada, joined the new denomination, having also lived the Pentecostal experience. John McAlister, my great-grandfather, had three children: Harvey, Hugh
and Walter (my grandfather). Harvey and Hughes were Pentecostal evangelists and were known for their faith in prayer for the sick. According to my father, Harvey even emptied a leper colony in the Philippines, as all were healed in one weekend during his ministry.11 Walter started early in ministry. At the age of sixteen, he was already known as the
preaching boy. He married my grandmother, Ruth, at a young age, and the two devoted themselves to planting Pentecostal churches in Canada. Founder of Rock Church in Toronto, he went to plant churches inland in every city he spent. Their plan was simple: when they arrived in town, they went to the central square. My grandmother removed the
trombone from the case and accompanied my grandfather, who sang an anthem, which would not currently be considered a strategy of evangelization, say, very attractive. However, at the beginning of the 20th century, this caused a lot of interest, and soon a small crowd was joined. Then he opened the Bible and preached salvation for Christ alone. In less
than a year, he had already recorded the first minutes of the congregation, founding the new church. Then they got in touch with the denomination's office to send a pastor who would take over the new church, and go to the next town. In the 1960s, he became Superintendent General of the Assemblies of Canada. Among his many contributions, my
grandfather built the first house for the denomination's elders, in addition to presiding over the World Pentecostal Conference. His two sons were also ordained Pentecostal pastors. Jack, the eldest, was the founder of the World Crusade of Literature,21 which was the third largest publisher in the world, after the Russian Communist Party and the publishing
house of the Jehovah's Witnesses. With a personal interest in India, Jack was responsible for the founding of several churches in that country. Roberto, my father, began as an itinerant preacher and evangelist. In the 1950s, he campaigned for preaching and divine healing in Europe and the East, eventually setting up a New Life church in Hong Kong. His
desire was to be a missionary in India, but God had other plans; having been invited by the Assemblies of God of the city of Santos, he felt called to be a missionary in Brazil. In 1960, the family arrived in Brazil and began a crusade that then evolved into the Pentecostal Church of New Life.2 My father was leaders who was part of the second wave of
Pentecostalism in Brazil,23 with the Church of the Gospel of Foursquare,2of Harold Williams,20 and the Evangelical Pentecostal Church Brazil for Christ ,2⁶ by Manuel de Mello e Silva.2⁷ Roberto McAlister was a very very very in the early years of his ministry, many of those who are now identified as neo-Pentecostals converted under his ministry or adhered
to Pentecostalism through him. Among them, Acioly Brito,2/Edir Macedo,3-Samuel Coutinho,31 R. Soares,32 Miguel Angelo Ferreira33 and Antônio Carlos Abbud.30 All but the first ones I mentioned are neocpentecostal. In any event, it would not be an exaggeration to recognize that much of the neo-eccostal movement in Brazil was influenced by my father,
Roberto McAlister. That he was the father of the neo-eccostal movement is something questionable.3/ But it was his forerunner, there is no doubt about it. For example, Roberto was the first to have a glass of water put on top of the television - or his hand on the radio or television screen - at the time of prayer. The first cellular movement began in Brazil,
influenced by David Yonggi Cho,3⁶ pastor of South Korea. He emphasized the faith and its relationship with the personal and financial life of the Church, something that eventually evolved, or was corrupted, until we reached what we now know as the theology of prosperity.3⁷ However, this theology came to Brazil heavily influenced by American preachers
such as Pat Robertson,3-Jim Bakker, 3-Morris Cerrulo, The Benny Hinnw1 and others. My father was also the first preacher in Brazil to buy a radio station, the first to have a pastoral office, establishing this culture across the country, the first to structure a Pentecostal church in the episcopal format, using paraments and symbols more associated with the
Anglican Church. He is believed to have been the first in the Pentecostal circle to question strange languages as proof of baptism in the Holy Spirit. He was still the pioneer among Pentecostals in terms of dialogue with Roman Catholics. He was a preacher as little, a born communicator, a charismatic leader who, even many years after his death, still inspires
strong nostalia in the images of the New Life and its many ramifications. An extraordinary man, he was a self-taught man who never finished high school, but ended his life with two honorary doctorates. As for me, I started in Pentecostal wearing my father's briefcase, before and after each service held on the ninth floor of the Brazilian Press Association, in
downtown Rio de Janeiro. As a child, I saw my father preach, pray for the sick and drive out demons. On my tenth birthday, my father asked me to support him as he prayed for the line of people standing in the lobby of the auditorium. In every prayer he prayed, he showed me how to pray for the sick. When someone came forward demonic, I looked closely
at his deliverance by the power of the name of Jesus. It can be said that I learned the Pentecostal faith of the cradle. The spirit world has always been a reality for me since I was a child. When I was 11, my father had a heart attack that led us to live in California for six months while he was recovering. The Pentecostal church we attended retired on Big Bear
Lake, not far from Los Angeles. Every day there were morning and evening services. It was one of those nights that I had an experience with God. I didn't quite understand what was going on. I just felt a huge desire to know God better and to have him more present in my life. I went to the altar, as most did, and someone put their hands on my head. I felt
something indescribable. The presence of God was palpable, very strong. I started speaking in a language I didn't understand. The emotional impact was enormous and I spoke in that language for hours. Many fell asleep and left us simply lying on the benches or on our knees, speaking in this new language until everyone, overwhelmed by fatigue, ended up
joining the others in the dormitory. I remember being told that I had been baptized in the Holy Ghost, because speaking in languages was proof of this new stage of my life. For many years, I believed in it and taught it to others. Praying in languages has been part of my daily prayer for nearly five decades. There have been few times when I have spoken
openly in languages, in a public service. But I have never stopped praying in my private prayers in my private prayers. At the age of 13, I already had convictions about my vocation to pastoral ministry. Even in the troubled years at school and then in college, that certainty never left me. After completing my Bachelor of Liberal Arts with an emphasis on
psychology at Oral Roberts University, ⁶ and at a very young age — I was only 20 when I graduated — my father advised me to return to the family stronghold and study at Eastern Pentecost Bible College.⁷ At the age of 23, I graduated from ministerial school and returned to Brazil. , having soon been ordained pastor and being included in the ministerial
corps of the church based in Nova Vida, Botafogo, Rio de Janeiro. With a year of ministry and already newly married, my father sent me to take care of a new church, which was to be opened on Rua Dias da Cruz, in Meier, north of Rio de Janeiro. It was in the property of an old store, facing the street. There, I continued to preach, pray for the sick and drive
out demons, just as I had learned to do. I've always read a lot. And as a good Pentecostal, he read which was the identification. I have read mainly Pentecostal authors, such as Jack Hayford, David Yonggi Cho, Benny Hinn and Kenneth Hagin. Say hello to the Holy Spirit, as Benny Hinn taught, and sought prophetic direction according to the direction of the
books Kenneth Hagin. But the one that impressed me the most was Pastor Jack Hayford. He was a more concentrated and educated Pentecostal pastor, doctor of letters and author of countless books. Pastor a 4,000-member church in Los Angeles. He was a less outrageous Pentecostal guy who impressed me with his balance. Your focus on praise has
marked me and continues to be a reference for my life and my ministry. I read about Pentecostal heroes such as Agnes Sanford and Smith Wigglesworth. I read about a man who came to his miracle tent in a wheelchair after having both feet amputated. Wigglesworth ordered him to buy a pair of shoes before receiving the prayer of faith. Arriving at the tent
the following night, Smith ordered the man to wear his shoes on both false feet. When he did, eyewitnesses claim that God created two new feet instead of the wooden feet he used as a prosthetic. I was amazed! Yes, it's faith, I thought. Shortly after, a man entered the church I was guiding, an old cinema that we bought in Engenho Novo, also in the northern
part of Rio de Janeiro. He was in a wheelchair and had no legs. I took courage and told the man to buy a pair of shoes. And you know what happened? He never returned to church. My enthusiasm was at the border of presumption and it would not be the last of the department. By the way, there were a lot of them. But I tried to be the best pastor, in my
understanding of what a living and Pentecostal church would be. After two years of ministry in the church I led, my father, then the primate bishop of the denomination, called me back to the head office of Botafogo, to again shepherd by his side. I was Minister of Praise and Preacher in his absence on Sundays, in addition to leading the Wednesday meeting
and doing a daily radio show. Always reading a lot, and always wanting to serve God better, I had my interest aroused by the spiritual battle movement, influenced by the fictional book This Dark World, by Frank Peretti, and by the author Peter Wagner.a2 There were representatives of this movement in Brazil and soon sought to know them. Upon entering the
office of one of the movement's leaders, I was quickly revealed as someone destined to be part of the largest state of the war network. As a Pentecostal, I accepted this as a true revelation of God and I quickly took care to attend conferences in Buenos Aires, Valinhos, Sao Paulo and Seoul, Korea. However, I began to be very troubled by the meagre biblical
foundations of the movement and the excess of testimonies on all kinds of revelations: spiritual mapping, rupture of hereditary curses, demonic hierarchies, conquest of cities by the victory over territorial spirits, and so on. I also began to be very uncomfortable with the anti-pastoral and anti-ecclesiastical content of the Pastors were considered in the way and
treated as the villains to blame for the calamitous situation of the church. I didn't know how to react. He had no theological foundations or biblical tools to respond. I confess that I have read the books of Pentecostal authors much more than the Bible itself. In the meantime, my father died and I took over the denomination. I had expressed a desire to do a
master's degree in theology, but I was discouraged from doing so. My father was still from the old Pentecostal school who saw seminaries as factories of atheists and skeptics. Because of the confusion I felt around the spiritual battle network and because of the new and immense responsibility to lead our Church — even though I was only 37 years old — I
looked for a place to study. My landmarks have always been in North America, something I inherited from my father. For this reason, and because of the influence of an audio magazine called Mars Hill Tapes, I was introduced to the theologian R. C. Sproul. I started reading his works. In fact, I attended a conference in Orlando, promoted by his department,
and I bought a copy of every book and every videotape and audio he had produced. I've read and heard everything. Soon after, I began studying in a reformed seminary where he was a teacher, the Reformed Theological Seminary. He had already read about covenants (i.e. pact theology) and the amoenar view of the kingdom of God, [⁶ subjects extracted
directly from reformed authors. But like my father, I didn't know what it meant. Self-taught without formal preparation in theology, he read everything that fell into his hands, without having, however, any idea of the theological school that each work represented. And I had taken the same course. In a short time I was convinced, or rather, I was converted to
biblical conviction on predestination. But I knew I had to be careful, because this issue had never been raised by my father in our denomination. Our Church knew nothing of the doctrines of grace. Because we didn't think about it, we were, for all intents and purposes, an Armenian church. I once asked my father about predestination, and he just said it was
something related to pre-knowledge. I was pleased with the answer. It's been over 25 years since I started this journey. Over the years, I have exchanged my Pentecostal origins with what I have learned about Reformed theology. Being in the position of responsible leader of the denomination, I had to link each point with a very firm knot, not to embark on an
adventure that, ultimately, could hurt many people. With this responsibility on my shoulders, I studied, wrote and dialogued with the members of the National Presbytery of the New Life Christian I founded a seminary (Bishop Roberto McAlister Institute for Christian Studies)[ and an editor (Anno Domini). In It was difficult. After all, Pentecostalism does not
correspond to reformed theology. There are points of divergence that are irreconcilable. I was accused of trying to use the name Presbyterism. If my father had seen the day I went to study at a Presbyterian seminary, I don't know what he would think of me. In recent years, due to a lack of historical category to describe my theological positioning, I have
declared myself a reformed Pentecostal. On the one hand, I insist on keeping the Pentecostal name, for I will not belittle my cradle or dishonor my father and my ancestors. Nor can I deny my experiences with God, so-called Pentecostals, throughout my life and ministry. Therefore, I continue to emphasize my Pentecostal identity. On the other hand, I am fully
convinced of the biblical foundations of the Reformed faith. In addition to Pentecostal, I am a master of theology at the Reformed Theogical Seminary in Orlando, Florida. Slightly, my references and my Pentecostal experience are solid and have historical roots. My knowledge of the Reformed faith too. But... A reformed Pentecostal? What kind of Pentecostal
are you now? How retired are you? What do you mean, you don't know? For many, it's nothing more than a joke, nonsense or an oxymoron. It would be much easier to declare myself a charismatic or Calvinist reformer.⁶in any case, I began to be sought after by people who said they were in crisis with their nepentecostal or even Pentecostal church. They no
longer saw how they could accept certain practices in their church and, after watching some videos on YouTube, recorded by Paul Washer, ⁶1 Augustus Nicodemus⁶2 or even by me, they said they were retired. For all that I have pointed out, I think it is necessary to show the process by which I became a reformed Pentecostal. Showing the necessary
dialectic between the two traditions is something that can no longer be postponed. This book is therefore part of this project. We have the following objectives: 1) to understand what is properly Pentecostal and what Pentecostalism is, or at least what it has become in the last hundred years; 2) understand the difference between Pentecostal and
Neopentecostal, and between Pentecostal and Charismatic; 3) show what my starting point was in embracing reformed theology; 4) explain what is absolutely essential for someone to declare themselves reformed; 5) explain what it does not necessarily mean to be reformed, showing the distinctions that exist in the Reformed tradition; 6) work on certain
points of convergence, divergence and redefinition between Reformed and Pentecostal traditions, such as: a. the continuity of spiritual gifts; b. eschatology; c. Church; d. the Church and politics; e. pact theology; f. baptism in the waters — including infants (pedobaptism) or adult converts only (creedbaptism); g. the doctrine of baptism in the Holy Spirit; h. a
individual and collective conference of the Church. 7) show how the Protestant Reformation forces us to rethink certain Pentecostal concepts, doctrines and practices; 8) Finally, show how Pentecostalism contributes to the evangelical and reformed world. This is not a comprehensive and systematic work. Our goal is to try to respond to the most pressing
doubts and to make the discourse around this subject as clear as possible. It also helps Pentecostals — and who knows, reformed — who have a desire to learn and who are open to rethinking certain points of their doctrines. I hope that this book will help people at least understand who the Pentecostals are by demonstrating that we are not a threat to
traditional churches and that mutual coexistence does not need to be difficult.⁶3 1 For a brief account of the journey of many young evangelicals in this direction, consult Collin Hansen, Young, restless, reformed: a journalist's journey with the New Calvinists (Wheaton d. In: Crossway, 2008). For an accessible presentation on this set of doctrines, see the
works of James Montgomery Boice; Philip Graham Ryken, The Doctrines of Grace: Saveing the True Gospel (St. Paul: New Life, 2017) and John Piper, Five Points: Toward a Deeper Experience of God's Grace (St. Joseph of the Fields: Faithful, 2014). In Chapter 5, we will briefly present these doctrines concerning the reformed vision of salvation. 2 10 ideas
that are changing the world right now, Time Magazine 173, n. 11 (March 23, 2009). 3 John Stephen Piper is an American Baptist pastor, born in 1946. Founder of the ministry of God desire, he was the head of the Baptist Church of Bethlehem for 33 years and is the author of more than 50 books. Richard Albert Mohler Jr. is an American Baptist theologian,
born in 1959. President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, he has written or edited more than 10 theological publications. Timothy J. Keller (born 1950) is an American Presbyterian pastor and theologian. Founder of the Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York, he has written more than 20 books, including the New York
Times bestseller Faith in the Age of Scepticism: How Reason Explains God, Regina Lyra's Translation (St. Paul: New Life, 2015). ⁶ Robert Charles Sproul (1939-2017) was an American theologian. Founder of Ligonier Ministries and prolific writer, he has written more than 150 titles. ⁷ Donald Arthur Carson is a Canadian theologian and New Testament
professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois. He is the author of more than 50 books and biblical commentaries. The Global Reformed Community is an international organization that aims to bring together churches and denominations that identify as Reformed, with the mission of promoting understanding, cooperation and exchange of
information and resources among its members for the advancement of For more information, visit www.wrfnet.org. The fourth General Assembly of the Reformed World Exchange, held from 23 to 27 March 2015 in Sao Paulo (SP), under the theme Theology and God's Mission in the 21st Century: the critical issues facing the Church. 11 For those looking for
an accessible presentation, check out the works of Hermitsten Maa Pereira da Costa, Fundamentals of reformed theology (Sao Paulo: Mundo Cristo, 2007) and Joel Emeke, Living for the glory of God: an introduction to the reformed faith (S.O. José dos Campos: Fiel, 2010). 11 Puritanism puritanism
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